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My only contribution would be to 
tell (remind?) you that Geoff did the 
photographic portraits of the ten RGYC 
ocean sailing members profiled in my 1991 
book “Bass Strait and Beyond”. They 
were all superb black and white photos, 
and each captured some unique quality 
of the person concerned. The book was 
a milestone publication in that no other 
Australian Yacht Club, (that I know of), has 
had a member undertake such a project. 
1000 copies were published and sold out 
within 18 months. Copies were sold all over 
Australia, and overseas. Geoff’s quality 
photos certainly helped the feel of the book. 
I expressed my gratitude for his support in 
the Acknowledgements of the book, and I 
remain grateful to this day for his help. I tried 
to tell him this as he lay on his deathbed 
last Thursday. Did he understand me? Who 
knows?
Jack Finlay
 
One of my and Darren’s favourite stories 
was from many years ago. We’d been at 
the Australia Day launch when it was still 
sponsored mainly by Bundaberg Rum. There 
were two Bundy Angels sent down and 
Darren and I did our best to entertain them…
they were seriously hot! Anyway, we had a 
drink and a chat 

and eventually they had to leave. As soon 
as they left, Soos, who’d been sitting on his 
stool on the other side of the bar, slipped 
off it, toddled over and said something like, 
“Nice work boys. If I was your age I’d have 
been .........”
He then turned around and toddled back to 
his stool without saying anymore. Soos was 
fantastic.
He was great and I am sure there are plenty 
more stories like that.
Stef Treurniet
 
He was special. 
Geoff was known to all members but only 
a lucky few as a sailor. Unfortunately I was 
not one.
Simply put the strongest memories are 
that Geoff always had time to share with 
all; the chat at the bar or in the yard.  The 
stories, the flashes of humor the 
occasional good natured grumble.  He 
always had time for the juniors and they 
always had time for him. A marvelous sight 
to see, even from afar.
The serious / humorous attitude that no 
one could take the right photo for Club 
records. It was humbling in later years to 
see Geoff push himself to be at the Cadets 
Presentation nights and take the photos 
as they needed to be taken. The photos of 

our Flag Officers, Committee 
and many other special 
requirements were always 
done the Geoff way.  
Geoff, loved by many and 
missed by all.
Peter Bone

The two photos of Soos were on IleOla, the year was 1981 and it was the tenth 
anniversary of the Melb. to Hobart. They were taken on an old Kodak instamatic.

OTHER OBITUARIES

Maurice Dearnley 

(15.1.1935 - 29.1.2009)

Member since 1.2.1966

Gerry Schilt

17/4/03 - 10/8/09

Member since December, 1996

Rob Patterson

Passed away 12/8/09

Sailability volunteer since 2000

eXtasea Wins King 
Island Race.
Royal Geelong Yacht Club Yacht 
‘eXtasea' (Paul Buchholz) has taken line 
honours in the 2009 Melbourne to King 
Island race and also was first in the IRC 
Division.

After more than fourteen and a half 
hours sailing, 'eXtasea' crossed the 
finishing line 21 minutes ahead of 
Brighton yacht ‘Ninety Seven', with 
South Melbourne's ‘Isuzu Marine' a 
further five minutes back. Another 
Geelong yacht, ‘Chikara Outlaw' ( Bill 
Trueman/Joanne Norbury) crossed 
the line in seventh position. ‘eXtasea' 
also won the IRC Division from ‘Ninety 
Seven' by six minutes on corrected 
time and South Melbourne's ‘Bacardi’ 
was third.

The race started at 3 am and the 22 
contestants had to squeeze out 
through Port Phillip Heads along with 

a tanker going out and the Spirit of 
Tasmania and a cargo ship, coming 
in! Wisely, the yachts kept over to the 
West to avoid contact! A good 10 to 
15 knot West to Northwest wind meant 
that the fleet was able to negotiate The 
Heads in safety. 

Later that morning, a West Southwest 
breeze of 20 to 30 knots came in 
getting the fleet moving well. By noon it 
had eased to 15 to 25 knots then down 
to 15 knots by mid afternoon. A three 
metre sea and a swell of two metres 
meant that sheets were sprung giving 
good boat speed to all contestants.

As they approached King Island, the 
breeze softened but ‘eXtasea' 
maintained her lead for most of 
the race with ‘Ninety Seven', ‘Jazz 
Player', ‘Spirit of Downunder', ‘Chikara 
Outlaw', ‘Young Ones' and 
‘Addiction' not very far behind.

Bob Appleton

Stop Press - 
Cats win
Commodore John Kint rings the 
RGYC bell after the Cats win the AFL 
Grand Final. Final Score on Saturday, 
26 September -  Geelong 12.8.(80) df 
St Kilda 9.14.(68)


